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be no friend to the present Ministry, I would most carefully avoid inserting anything in this project that might look peevish, or like a design to deprive them of any of the necessary means of carrying on the government. I have therefore already declared, that I did not propose to affect the commissions of any of the officers, though a very great saving would arise to the public thereby. And I would further provide, that, in the disbanding the present army, an exact account should be taken of every soldier's right of voting in elections, and where; and that the like number of votes, and for the same places, shall be reserved to every regiment, troop, or company, of this new army, these votes to be given collectively, by the officers of the said regiment, troop, or company, in as free and uninfluenced a manner as hath at any time been practised within these last twenty years.
Moreover, I would provide, that Mann and Day* shall, as at present, have the entire clothing of this new army, so scrupulous am I of distressing the administration.
People are generally fond of their own projects, and, it may be, I look upon this with the partiality of a parent, but I protest I cannot find any one objection to it. It will save an immense expense to the nation, remove the fears that at present disturb the minds of many, and answer every one of the purposes to which our present army has been applied. The numbers will sound great and formidable abroad, the individuals will be gentle and peaceable at home; and there will be an increase to the public of above fifty thou-
* Two very considerable woollen-drapers, in the Strand, the first of them was grandfather to Sir Horace Mann VOL V	8